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Barr Lake
The lake continues to surprise. With a
rapid shift over the last three weeks,
Barr Lake is back to minimal algal
growth. Again, the zooplankton are
doing an efficient job keeping the algae
down. Clarity has increased by 14 feet
from two weeks ago, pH is back below
9.0, and the dissolved oxygen is well
under 100%. Clearly, the reservoir is
experiencing alternating cycles of algae
and zooplankton growth. The creation
of so much algal biomass tends to
lower the oxygen below the standard of
5.0 parts per million because of
decomposition by bacteria on the lake
bottom and respiration by the
zooplankton in the water column.
Milton Reservoir
Unlike Barr Lake, Milton is exhibiting
more stable conditions this spring.
Milton is experiencing a decrease in
algae in the water column, clarity has
improved by close to 5 feet in two
weeks, and the pH and DO are both
down from early May. The trade off
right now for good water clarity, lower
Chl-a, and lower pH is lower dissolved
oxygen and more attached, filamentous
algal growth around the perimeter of
the reservoir. Phosphorus continues to
remain well below average which helps
control algal growth, keeping pH below
9.0, and having clear water in the
deeper portions of the reservoir. Water
temperature is warming up which can
favor more algal growth. Summer is
here.

WELCOME TO THE QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER OF THE BARR LAKE AND
MILTON RESERVOIR WATERSHED
ASSOCIATION (BMW) ASSEMBLED BY
THE BMW EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE.
THE MISSION OF THE I&E COMMITTEE
IS REACH OUT TO ALL PEOPLE IN THE
WATERSHED AND PROVIDE WATER
QUALITY INFORMATION IMPORTANT
TO THE HEALTH OF BAR LAKE AND
MILTON RESERVOIR.

URBAN WATERSHED
BIKE TOUR WAS A
SUCCESS!
BMW was the happy recipient
of another CDPHE grant to
conduct the 2018 version of
the Urban Water Cycle Bike
tours. They were held on June
5th and 6th with around 45
people cycling along Sand
Creek from Bluff Lake Nature
Center to Metro Wastewater.
BMW again partnered with
the Colorado Stormwater
Council and Water Education
Colorado.

We have a new intern!
This summer, our intern is Samantha
McKinney, a senior at Metropolitan State
University of Denver who is studying
environmental science with a focus in
water management and hydrologic
science.
Samantha and the Water Club at MSU
Denver placed first in the Greenway
Foundations Clean River Design
Challenge this past semester! The
competition featured teams from several
area universities and called on
competitors to create a design that
would remove trash from the river.
Since beginning the internship, she has
participated in several events; including
the Furry Scurry which is pictured
below!
Important Websites:
BMW Association: barr-milton.org
Barr Lake State Park:
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/
barrlake

UPCOMING EVENTS
Barr Lake Appreciation Day
will be Saturday, July 14th
from 8am-3pm. Be sure to
mark your calendars! To sign
up, call the Barr Lake Nature
Center at 303-659-6005 and
look out for more information
on this upcoming event.

