Milton Reservoir Water Quality Report
May 10, 2016

Water Summary
Milton Reservoir (aka Pelican Lake) is sampled twice a
month between March and October and monthly
between November and February. The Barr Lake and
Milton Reservoir Watershed Association coordinates all
of the efforts to monitor, test, and improve the water
quality in Milton. Regular lake sampling started in 2002
and will continue into the future. It is important to
closely monitor water quality to observe any major
changes that would impact wildlife, park users, or
downstream water users.
May – Milton’s water clarity has been up and down this
spring. Clarity increased again for May 10th and was
over 4 meters deep. Inflows and nutrients have not
changed much this spring. Spring time storms could
impact algal growth and water clarity. Cloud cover
blocking the sun can slow down primary productivity as
well as provide cooler air temperatures. Fast moving
storms over Milton can also generate strong wave
action that fully mixes the water column and suspends
sediments in shallow areas. Whatever causes the
changes, it is interesting to see how a reservoir’s water
quality can change quickly from week to week.

Water Quality Stats (as of 05-10-16)
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Watershed News
BMW Association is helping plan a bike tour down Bear
Creek from the reservoir to the S. Platte River. Tours
are on June 7 (morning) and June 8th (afternoon). The
tour is free and a fun way to see parts of the BMW.
Contact CFWE to reserve a spot (www.cfwe.org).

Join BMW Association
BARR LAKE AND MILTON RESERVOIR ASSOCIATION
The BMW Association’s mission is to improve the water
quality by encouraging cooperation, involvement, and
awareness with people living near and upstream of
Barr Lake and Milton Reservoir.

Maximum Depth: 26.2 feet Water Temperature: 56.90 F
(dam outlet)

(taken 3 feet below surface)

You can learn more about the lakes and what is going
on in the watershed by going to www.barr-milton.org.

Water Clarity: 14.3 feet

Dissolved Oxygen: 122%

Contact Amy Conklin, watershed coordinator, at
amy.conklin@comcast.net or 303-795-5925.

pH: 8.41

Chlorophyll-a: <2 ppb

(> 3 feet is good)

(between 6 and 9 is good)

(>80% is good)

(How green, < 25 is good)

Cooperation, Involvement, and Awareness

